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‘We must again remark that the most illus- 
tious Philosophers of Antiquity believed in 
a Supreme God, and that even when through 
fear, or policy, they revered the God of a 

e,or Nation, they acknowledged the 
Sovereign Power of Him, who called the 
Universe into existence. If a Democritus, or 
an Epicurus vainly endeavoured to explain 
this mighty phenomenon by a fortuitous and 
mechanical jumbling of Atoms, in order to 
do away the necessity of an Intelligent Crea- 
tive Cause; a Plato and a Cicero felt and 

‘the indispensable necessity of ac- 

ledging the existence of that Cause; 
aadithe very nature of their quarrel shews 
how’aniversal was the diffusion of the belief 
siwan Intelligent Being, a Wise and Eternal 
Ruler of Creation. Lactantius, who was 
well versed.in these matters, did not hesitate 
eto declare, that such a doctrine had been 
taught for Fourteen Centuries, in all the 
‘Schools of the most distinguished Masters, 
‘whd were, before the day of Epicurus, and 
vhave subsequently been justly reputed the 
Princes of Philosophy. The Apostie St. 
; Paul, reproaches them more for not having 
‘grifed God, as they ought, than for not 
q known Him. ‘True it is, that Omnip- 
who commanded Creation into being, 
exercises a Sovereign Sway over Mat- 
ter, and whose bright and pure Mind extends 
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its’ Providence over the very thoughts of 
Mankind, who is now théir Witness, as he 
will be their austere Judge, réserves Futurity 
for the awful chastisemeiit @f Vice, for the 
unfading crown of Virtue.~2¥es, this God, 
the Only True God, the G Christianity, 
was not as perfectly unde din the Pagan 
days of Greece and Rome, @s He now is, 
and was, and ever must be, ageording to the 
happy direction and doctrine GF His Infallible 
Church : yes, it is in vain foF HMeretical Infi- 
i i i@Parent Impos- 
upon the 
world the belief that Catholicity borrowed 
its conceptions of a Deity from Paganism— 
an assertion as worthy of the Pupil as of the 
Preceptor. Mustthen Atheism, as a metter of 
course, be found, wherever pure Christianity 
does not exist? No. According to St. Au- 
oe tk the common opinion among Pagan 
hilosphers was, that Gad is the Soul of the 
world, which is an idea too gross, and too 
susceptible of abuse. By it, they understood 
an Intelligent Being, who by His power, 
His wisdom, and His prescience, animates 
and governs the world, as the soul governs 
the body.* Varo, who was the most learned 
of all the Romans, used to say, that they well 
understood the nature of God, who repre- 
sented Him as a Soul, that governs the world 
by revolution and reason. To insert: the 
names of the enlighted Cicero and Philo- 
sophic Seneca on the black list of Atheism, 
because their doctrine had not been suffi- 
ciently pure; because they had not been suf- 
ficiently accurate in their language, would be 
to reason on a principle as absurd as it would 
be unjust to such great and learned men. 
We will, in the third place, observe,that the 
Poets and Orators, in their respective Works, 
celebrated the power of this God, as the Su- 
preme Ruler and Regulator of the Universe, 
and all therein contained. Such are the sen- 
timents of Homer, Hesiod, Horace, Virgil, 
Ovid, Juvenal, aud a host of others. Homer 
gives us a sublime idea of the Supremacy of 
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Deity, in introducing . Jupiter, on a certain 
occasion in the Council of the Gods. ‘* Se- 
cure a Golden Chain to. the high vault of 
Heaven; let all the-Gads, and Goddesses 
unite their efforts, and endeavour by means 
of this chain -to- pall down Great Jove to 
earth: Never will'they saeceed. . As for Me, 
should I feel so.disposed, I shall pull. up, not 
only the Chain, Gods aud)Goddesses, but the 
Ocean and the Earth; I shall then. throw 
the Chain around the summit of Olympus, 
and all shall hang quite high in air. 

‘ts the Supremacy of my, power over men 
Gods.” | . 

In a Dissertation, uecessarily limited as 
this must be, enough has been stated to shew 
that, if the knowledge of the true God has 
been changed, it was not obliterated from the 
Pagan minds of the most cultivated and wise 
in ancient times. ' Even the lowest order of 
the people preserved some traces of it. The 
crime of Idolatry consisted in the notgiving 
unto the True God a holy and pure worship, 
in prostituting the honor, which was due to 
Him alone, in transferring it to Evil Spirits, 
to subordinate, to false divinities, in supposing 
that wood and stone, chiseled out Art, 
and that animals, and plants, contained a 
hidden Deity. From the rubbish of Super- 
stition, from the quagmire of Viee the People 
occasionally rose to a conception of the Su- 
preme Majesty of a God, not of the “One 
God,” but of One, who was superior to all . 
the rest. 


The Apologists of Religion formerly re- 
marked it. We shall select .and'confine our- 
selves to St. Cyprian alone. In his Treatise 
‘On the Vanity of Iduls,” he remarks that 
the very populace sometimes confess the True 
God, when by a natural emotion, they ex- 
claim, O God! God, sees it! I leave it to 


God! _ Yes, in speaking of the Divinity, 
they often excluded a plurality ; they merely 
called it God; and the great Tertullian, in 
his ApovocEtica, calls this, the Lestimony of 
a naturally Christian soul. 





From antiquity we shall. pass down to the 
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people of modern times. ‘The Creed of 
European nations that was formed fourteen 
hundred years ago, from the ruins of the 
Roman Empire, will wot be disputed. naa 


well known that Jews, Christians, Mahome-| able 


tans, and Idolaters, who are scattered overt 
the surface of the Globe, are Religiolis, and 
that every Religion inculcates a. more er less 
correct sentiment of the Deity. But what 
shall we say of peopleyor mations, that within 
the last three centuries have become known 
to the world? What mountain, forest, hill or 
dale, region or territory, has been left unvis- 
ited hy Catholic Missionary zeal! Is there 
a spot of the New World which has not been 
explored by European Christian enterprise ? 
And can a spot be pointed out, which did not 
reflect a more or less cheering light that the 
belief of a God produced, and whose Abo- 
rigines did not exhibit a knowledge of a Di- 
vinity ? No—When Columbus scattered the 
glorious light of Catholicity on the Western 
World, and Magellun kindled the torch of 
Catholic Faith, which served as a saluta- 
ry Beacon to the Ladrones, they found 
among the Natives evident traces of a belief 
in a Supreme Power. 


*.*To BE CONTISUED.*,* 














A LETTER OF THE CELEBRATED 
CHARLES LEWIS DE HALLER, 
Member of the Sovereign Council of Berne, 
TO HIS FAMILY, 


Informing them of his Conversion to the 
Caruo.ic, Apostotic, and Roman 
Cuurcu. 


In the autumn of 1818, business of a par- 
ticular kind called me to Naples. In travel- 
ling from Reggio to Rome with an English 
family avd a French Clergyman, the Abbe 
paid a compliment to the unprejudiced senti- 
Ments of this family towards the Catholic 
religion, and on my remarking that it did not 
surprise me, that the revolution had opened 
the eyes of a multitude of persons, and that 
I was myself a Protestant, he was unwilling 
to believe me. He even applied to me those 
words of our Saviour spoken to the Centu- 
rion of Caphernaum, “ Such faith I have not 
Found among our owm.” Seeing my disposi- 
tions, he pressed me strongly, in order to en- 
gage me to return to the bosom of the Church 
which I recognised as true and genuine. I 
had still a ribictadlie through motives of hu- 
man respect, or for fear of causing my family 
any sorrow, or with a view of postponing 
this step till the end of my days, or because 
I hoped that perhaps my fourth volume would 
produce a greater effect, in coming forth ap- 
parently from the pen of a Protestant. Af- 
ter this, the Abbe ceased his entreaties, but 
wrote to me a letter from Rome, in which he 
simply recalled to my memory some passages 
of Holy Scripture, and, among others, the 
following words: To-day, if you hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts.—[Psal. 95.] 

Affairs remained in this posture during the 
entire year of 1819, a period, during which, 
I chiefly laboured at the fourth volume of 
the Restoration, each chapter of which serv- 
ed to strengthen me in my faith, and proved 
to me the necessity, the truth, the holiness, 
and incalculable benefits of the Catholic 
Church. At the thought, my heart was 


touched beyond the power of expression. In 
autumn, the Duke Adolphus of Mecklen- 
. Schwerin, as he was g a few 
. at Berne, paid me a visit. This amia- 
Prince, who had likewise re-entered in- 
to the pale of the Church, and had been re- 
conciled, notwithstanding, with all his family, 
perceiving my dispositions on one side, and 
my perplexity on the other, informed me 
that [ could remain a Catholic secretly ; that 
I might obtain a dispensation from exterior 
acts; and that a great many Protestants 
were at present in the same condition. ‘This 
idea calmed my trouble, as it afforded me a 
means of satisfying my conscience without 
any public parade, which I was desirous of 
shunning. ‘Thus far, however, I had taken 
no fixed resolution. Some Sundays before 
Christmas, 1819, I poured out a torrent of 
tears in my study, frew a religious impulse, 
in reflecting on the passage of Scripture of 
which the French Abbe had reminded me; 
and, while I was in a state of anguish about 
the education of my children, and was sup- 
plieating heaven in their behalf, my wife 
came and proposed that I should go to the 
sermon, as a learned Professor was to preach. 
[ yielded to the proposal. What were my 
feelings and astonishment to hear him take 
for his text these same words: To-day, if 
you hear his voice, harden not your hearts ! 
This sermon, it appeared, was inspired by 
Providence himself, to be applied to my par- 
ticular situation. The Orator did not de- 
velope his text in the ordinary manner ; he 
spoke of the establishment of Christianity 
and of the Christian Church, of St. Peter’s 
converting five thousand unbelievers in a 
single day, of the grain of mustard-seed 
from which a great tree arose, of the ne- 
cessity of entering into the kingdom of God, 
of the danger of deferring this resolution to 
the end of one’s life. That evening, I hada 
long conversation with the author of the dis- 
course. I observed to him, that our Protes- 
tant Church did not represent the image of a 
tree, but rather of scattered leaves, which 
had become the sport of the winds. I added, 
that a tree has a root, trunk, branches and 
leaves, depending on one another; and that 
the Catholic Church alone appeared to me 
entitled to this character, as having one 
head and numerours members, as forming 
one flock under the guidance of one Pastor. 
The conversation then turned on different 
articles : on what is to be understood by the 
kingdom of God; on the primacy of St. Pe- 
ter; on the duration of the Holy See, which 
has in it, undoubtedly, something of a miracle ; 
and on the difficulty of preserving a stable 
creed in the Protestant Church. The learn- 
ed theologian heard me with a great deal of 
interest, and could not but subscribe to the 
correctness of several of my observations. 
He confessed, besides, that our separation 
from the universal Church was a misfortune, 
and entrenched himself at last behind the 
rampart of our common objections respect- 
ing the ancient abuses of the Church, and 
the disorders of many of its members, or of 
its heads. 'To me, however, these objections 
proved little, because there are also abuses 
among ourselves, and very considerable ones ; 
because history relates no very edifying cir- 
cumstances of Luther and Calvin; because 
our Ministers are not more blameless in their 





conduct than the Catholic Priests; and be- 





oo 
cause some individuals among the j 

deed be corrupted, but pveenae. e whdle ae 
much less the faith and the religion which 
they announce. For my part, convinced as 
I was, by the Bible itself, that the kingdom 
of on earth consists not solely in the 
knowledge and fulfilment of his precepts 
whieh are no doubt its aim and end, ane 
niereover jn the exterior means of arrivin 

at it—that is, in the Church, or authority oy 
tablished to teach, to interpret, and propa- 
gate these divine laws—I thought I beheld 
in the sermon which J had just heard, the 
finger of God pointing out to me the 
road which I should pursue; and eventy- 
ally I came to a decision. ‘The next day | 


sent to a friend, the only one acquainted ~ 


with my dispositions and long anxiety, the 
following note : 

‘T was unable to rest last night, and tears 
of tenderness streamed from my eyes. The 
Lord seems to have listened to the prayers 
of so many Christians in my favour. The 
effects of his grace are so powerful within 
me, that I can and will no longer resist them. 
it is impossible for me to live any more in 
this eternal rebellion againt God, and against 
my own conviction. Go, then, to Fribourg, 
my respectable friend, and tell the venerable 
Bishop of the resolution which we have form- 
ed. Implore the mercy of the Church in 
favour of a sheep that was raised in error, 
that was surrounded by its partisans, but who 
cast back a look of affection towards his 
common Mother, and who is only waiting 
for the propitious moment to unite himeelf 
publicly to the flock of Jesus Christ, con- 
ducted by its lawful Pastors.” 

The step was taken; not, however, imme- 
diately, but after an interval of many days’ 
reflection, during which my instances were 
renewed. 

The Bishop, to whom my Political Works 
had already recommended me, gave mean 
answer in a letter replete with goodness and 
charity, which made me burst into tears, and 
which alone would have sufficed to force me 
to admit the divinity of the Church, if I had 
not been previously convinced of it. He 
told me, that he had for a long time looked 
upon me as a child of the Catholic Church, 
and that he was by no means surprised at 
my resolution. He entered into all the bear- 
ings of my case, into the delicacy of my fami- 
ly and social connexions ; He assured me 
that the Church would be content with a pro- 
fession of faith; and that, in order to avoid 
a greater evil, or to produce a greater good, 
I might be dispensed with exterior acts for an 
indeterminate time; lastly, he showed me 
the small number of preparations and formal- 
ities proper to be performed. However, 
more than eight months yet elapsed, during 
which I composed a little work on the Con- 
stitution of Spain, and completed the fourth 
volume of the Restoration, which appeared 
at the end of August, 1820. This last per- 
formance, though it treats only of spiritual 
or religious societies in general, and much 
less of dogmas of faith than of the nature 
and organization of the Chureh, is still writ- 
ten, from beginning to conclusion, according 
to the Catholic principles, and contains, in,8 
manner, a profession of faith, pronounced be- 
fore the whole world. The Bishop did not ~ 
me in the least, during all this interval. This 
is not the spirit of that Church, as you may 
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nclined to suppose ; she makes no solici- 
ns; she views the wanderer coming ; 
suffers the grace of heaven to take its 
se, which is omnipotent when it has once 
ied the springs of the human heart. 1 
t have lingered still; yet I did not act 
ecipitately, for it was necessary that I 
d have a struggle from ten to twelve 
irs, to bring me to a determination; but 
ing that period I enjoyed no repose, al- 
ot my resolution to embrace the Only 
Faith was immoveably fixed. At length 
the time and place were settled, with all pos- 

' ible discretion; and it was on the 17th of 
etober, 1820, at the country seat of Mr. 
be Boccard, a relation of Affry, at Jetschevil, 
whither the Bishop had repaired as if to 
“pay a visit to the family, that I made my pro- 
Eeion of faith and my general confession. 
Tobtained absolution in consideration of my 
sincere repentance ; and the next day at six 
o'clock in the morning, in the private oratory 
‘of the Bishop of Friburg, received the Sac- 
ments of Confirmation and Communion; 
“which afforded me a calm and satisfaction 
‘that cannot be expressed, and of which no 
Protestant is capable of forming an idea. 
To avoid public pomp, and wounding the 
fedlings of my parents, it was my intention 
“tokeep this secret buried in my bosom, and 
‘not to reveal it unless on some favourable oc- 
“4asion ; or, should no such occasion present 
“itself, to make it known at least on the ap- 
‘proach of death, and in my last will. But 
a noter allowable to deny one’s faith. 
Thus, you may remember, my dear Brothers 
_and Sisters, that when rumours prevailed at 
the end of December, and questions were 
asked me on this head, I never told you that 
_lLwas a Protestant, but declaring to you my 
propensity and my belief, I sometimes re- 
plicd—that exteriorly and publicly I had not 
‘ geal at other times, that I did not per- 
ji the acts of the Catholic Religion; at 
other times, that, for appearance’s sake, I 
was always the same, and did not deem it 
necessary to make this public, solemn decla- 
gation: all which was perfectly consonant to 
pane If, which I do not recollect, an ex- 
ion bearing the semblance of a denial 
wld have accidentally escaped me, it was 
from being my wish, and I should ask 
giveness, both from God and man. In an 
effusion of heart-felt tenderness, 1 one day 
ven made the ayowal to my wife ; I inform- 
904 her of the reports which were circulating ; 
A confessed to her my intimate conviction; I 
i her every thing except the last secret. 
_Adid not so much as conceal from her that, 
_ were I interrogated publicly, I could not deny 
“day faith; that I would be compelled to de- 
Alare myself, and that it almost appeared 
Abat God wished to force me to set this ex- 
ample. To my great consolation, my wife 
;feceived this acknowledgment with much 
efoMposure: she passed no censure on my 
-Mietives ; and this makes me cherish the hope 
shat. the Almighty, hearing my fervent pray- 
- rs, will assist her with his grace, and will 
Ameeten the bitterness which I apprehend to 
have caused her. ‘The only thing which she 
id, with a tender resignation, were these 
eeds:—: If you should be obliged to de- 
ive yourself, we shall not be able'to. remain 

at Berne. However, we can live any where.” 
@n anothér occasion, she suffered only these 
words to escape :—“ If you can dispense with 
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it, do not do it, for the sake of your child- 
ren.” ‘This was then my intention ; she was 
satisfied with my answers, and the storm 
seemed to be appeased. 

[To BE CONTINUED.) 








{From the U. States Catholic Misce}jany.] 
DISPUTE IN FRANCE ON THE LAWFULNESS 
OF STAGE ENTERTAINMENTS. 


It will be readily conceived, that the 
Church of France was more severe on scenic 
exhibitions than the State. A multitude of 
French Provincial Councils are mentioned 
by French writers on this subject, which 
speak harshly of them: their censures of 
Ecclesiastics, who frequent the Theatre, are 
pointedly severe. The passages against the 
Stage, which are cited from the Rituals of 
particular Churches of France, are numer- 
ous. Among the writers against the Stage, 
its adversaries are proud to mention one of 
the Royal-blood of France, Francis Louis, 
Prince of Conti. The uniform practice of 
the Curates of the Gallican Church, was, to 
refuse the Sacraments to the Theatrical per- 
formers, even in their last moments, unless 
they make a public promise that they would 
not appear again on the Stage; and, if they 
did not make this public declaration, Chris- 
tian burial was denied to their remains. 

Still the Theatre was always frequented, 
and among those who frequented it, persons 
of the highest character for probity, honour, 
and an exemplary discharge of duty, were 
always found. This was admitted by Bos- 
suet, the celebrated Bishop of Meaux; and, 
perhaps, the ablest of all the ‘adversaries of 
the drama. “ Great’ examplés,” he to 
Louis XIV. “ may be cited in defence of the 
Theatre ; but the reasons against it are still 
stronger than these examples.” It is related 
that a Lady mentioned, in confession, to 
Father Bourdaloue, that she had been to the 
Play, and asked him if she had sinned. 
“That,” said the good Father, “I am to 
hear from you.” 

In this conflict of example and argument, 
on the lawfulness of Stage entertainments, 
Father Caffaro, a Theatine Monk, undertook 
their defence, and proved himself an able 
advocate of their cause. ‘The successive ex- 
amples of Corneille, Quinault, and Racine, 
who had quitted the Theatre to lead a life of 
religious retirement, and who had publicly 
expressed repentance of their dramatic per- 
formances, {and whose example was follow- 
ed, in 1760, by Gresset, the author of the 
immortal *Vert,)—awakened similar’ senti- 
ments of compunction in Boursault, a dra- 
matic writer of some eminence in his day, 
and he-confided his scruples to Father Caf- 
faro. The Father’s reply to Boursault first 
appeared with this title, “ Lettre dun Theolo- 
gien,illustre par sa qualite et par son merite, con- 
sulte, pour scavoir si la comedie peut etre per- 
mise, ou doit etre absolument defendue ;” but 
after the first edition of it, the words, * T'heo- 
logien illustre par sa qualite,” were dropt in 
the title, and the work was announced as the 
letter ‘‘d’un homme derudition et de merite.”’ 
It generally is prefixed tothe “ Theatre de 
Boursault :” in the edition of that work in 
1725 ; it is now before the writer’s eyes, | 

Father Caffaro begins his letter with an 
acknowledgment, which may be thought to 





make the defence of the Stage an arduous 
utidertaking. “The more I examine ‘the 
Holy Fathers,” these are his own ex i 

“the more I read the works of the Theo- 
logians, the more I consult the Casuists, the 
less I feel myself able to form any conelu- 
sion. The School divines are somewhat less 
hostile to the Theatre; but I hardly finda 
passage in them, which sounds in its favour, 
when I feel myself overwhelmed by a torrent 
of passages, from Councils and Fathers ef 
every age, who have thundered against the 
Theatre, and employed all the fervour of 
their zeal and powers of their eloquence; to 
muke it an object of ‘horror to Christians,” 
He eludes the sentence, which these high 
authorities seem to pronounce against the 
Stage, by bringing before the reader the 
abominations with which the Theatrical rep- 
resentations of Rome abounded,’ and from 
which the Theatre of his and our times are 
certainly free. “ But, you must read the 
Fathers very carelessly,” Bossuet indig- 
nantly replies, “If you find that, in the-‘The- 
atrical exhibitions of their times, the Fathers 
condemned nothing more than their idola- 
trous representations, or their scandalous and 
open impurities: They equally condemned 
the idleness, the enormous dissipation of 
spirit, the violent emotions so little becoming 
a Christian, whose heart should be the sane- 
tuary of the peace of God: the desire of 
seeing and being seen, the criminal oceur- 
rence of looks, the being engrossed with 
vanity, those bursts of laughter, which baa- 
ish from the heart all reconciliation of God, 
of his holy presence, of his awful judgments: 
In the midst of all this pomp and agitation, 
who, they ask, can raise his heart to God? 


if} Who would be bold enough to address him- 


self to the Deity, and say to him, O my God, 
1 am here because it is thy Holy Will! In 
the midst of the silly joy, and silly tender- 
ness of the Stage, who can preserve a spirit 
of prayer? St. John, (Ep. 1. ch. ii. 15, 16.) 
cries out to all the faithful, ** Love not the 
world, nor that which isin the world; for 
every thing in it is concupiscence of the 
flesh, concupiscence of the eyes, or the pride 
of life.” In these words, the world and the 
Theatre, which represents the world, are 
equally reprobated. In the Theatre, as in 
the world, all is sensuality, ostentation and 
pride ; in the Theatre, ag in the world nothing 
but a love uf these wre gs is incul- 
cated.—All this, and h more is said by 
the Holy Fathers; and all of it is applicable 
to the Theatres of the present day.” 

Father Caffaro cites, in favour of the The- 
atre, several passages in the works of St. 
Thomas, of Aquin, St. Antonius, Bishop 6f 
Florence, St. Chales Boromeo, and St. Fran- 
cis, of Sales. In answer to the arguments, 
drawn by him from these passages, Bossuet 
observes, that, in all of them, comedies are 
mentioned abstractly; that is, not as they 
actually exist, but as, by possibility, they 
might be constructed. In respect to the pas- 
sages cited from St. Thomas, Bossuet par- 
ticularly observes, that St. Thomas cannat 
be understood to speak in them of comedies, 
in the actual acceptation of that word; as 
comedies, in that acceptation of the word, 
did not'exist in St.Thomas’ day.—* At all 


‘|events,” ' Bossuet says to- Father Caffaro, 


“you confess that the writers, whom you 
cite, allow a0 scenic representation to be im- 
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mocent which contains any thing contrary to 
good morals, Now, whether the scenic rep- 
resentations of the present times are con- 
trary to good morals is the point in discus- 
sion between us; your citations, therefore, 
prove nothing.” 

In reply to an argument which Father Caf- 
faro urges in favour of Theatrical representa- 
tions, from their being tolerated by the civil 
government of every country, Bossuet_ob- 
serves, that, “‘if the State permits them, it 
is, mot because the State approves of them, 
bat because the State is apprehensive that 
the absolute interdiction of them might, in 
j re cities, always abounding in vice and 

axury, occasion still greater disorders.” 

After thus endeavouring to remove what 
he insinuates to be an unwarrantable preju- 
dice against the Theatrical representations of 
modern times, in consequence of the harsh 
terms in which the ancient Fathers condemn- 
ed the Stage,—Father Caffaro proceeds to 
atate, that the Theatre of his day contained 
nothing contrary to decency or morality.— 
“Can you,” exclaims Bossuet, “can you 
then really assert, in the face of heaven, that 
dramatic representations, in which the vir- 
tue and piety of a Christian are generally 
held out to ridicule ; in which, what the Gos- 
pel pronounces to be criminal, is generally 
defended and made agreeable ; in which vir- 
gin purity is so often blurred by impudent 
acts and words—can you really assert that 
such compositions are free from crime !— 
Does it become the habit or name of a 
Priest to defend the silly gallantry, the max- 
ims of love, the invitations to enjoy the gay 
hours of youth, which forever resound in the 
Operas of Quinault, whom I myself have seen 
a hundred times bewailing these follies 1—Is 
it for you to recal him to compositions which, 
since he has begun to think seriously of his 
salvation, he so bitterly laments ? 

*“ You say that Stage entertainments only 
excite those passions, indirectly, distantly, 
and accidentally. But, what is the direct ob- 
ject of those who compose, of those who act, 
and of those who attend these representa- 
tions? The wish of the author and the ac- 
tor is, that the spectator should be enamour- 
ed of the heroes and divinities of the Thea- 
tre; that he should be taught the duty of 
sacrificing all but glory, and even glory itself 
to love. ‘Is it their wish that this should be 
taught indimggmly, pram and accidentally ? 

“ You ar@sensife that immodest paintings 
are universally condemned. But, how much 
more horrid is the indecency of Theatrical 
representations? ‘There, it is not an inan- 
imate marble, it is not a dry tint; all is ac- 
tion itself. The persons are alive; the eyes, 
the tongue, the gestures, are real,—and while 
they seduce every imagination, and inflame 
every heart, talk not to me of passions which 
they excite indirectly, distantly, and acciden- 
tally. What are those speeches which ex- 
eite youth to love, {as if youth of itself were 
not sufficiently inconsiderate,) which make 
them envy the very birds, that nothing dis- 
turbs in their loves, and which prompt them 
to rebel against the laws of reason and 
modesty '—Do these, and a hundred lessons 
of the kind, only excite passion indirectly, 
distantly, and accidentally? If they do not 


excite it instantly and outrageously, the au- 
thor, the performer, and the spectator, are 
equally disappointed. 





“After this—do you dure to say, either that 
the end and aim and very nature of the 
Theatre are not to excite directly the fire 
of concupiscence ? Or do you dare to say, 
that concupiscence is not evil? Can you 
say, that the virgin modesty of a well-edu- 
cated daughter is only distantly and acciden- 
tally offended by the dramatic heroines, who 
talk over their combats, their resistances, and 
their defeats. The modest, amiable, virtu- 
ous heroine of the Theatre, confesses her 
failings, the seductions of her heart, and the 
whole Theatre applauds her. What a les- 
son does she give? How well does she en- 
force it ?” 

Father Caffaro then remarks, that he did 
not discover, from what he heard in confes- 
sion, the wonderful malignity of the Thea- 
tre, or the crimes of which it is said to be 
the source: ‘ Probably,” says Bossuet, 
“‘when you say this, you are not thinking of 
what actresses and singers have to confess, or 
of the scandals of their loves. Is it nothing 
to sacrifice the sex to public sensuality, in a 
manner still more fatally dangerous, than is 
done in places which cannot be named ? 
What Christian mother, or, if she were a 
Pagan, what decent mother would not behold 
her child in the grave, sooner than behold her 
on the Stage !—Was it for this disgrace, she 
would say, that I reared her with so much 
tenderness and care? Did 1 preserve her 
day and night under my wings for this public 
prostitution? Who does not look on these 
Christians—if living in a profession so oppo- 
site to their baptismal vows, they may yet be 
called Christians—who, I say, does not look 
on them as slaves exposed to sale in a public 
market? Their sex consecrated them to 
modesty, to the retirement of a well-regu- 
lated house; and how do they appear on the 
Stage? Do. they not appear with all the 
parade of those sirens in the temple of Vani- 
ty, so well described by Isaiah, whose looks 
are deadly, and who receive back, in the ap- 
plause which is given them, the poison which 
they fling among the spectators? Is it no 
crime for a spectator to pay for this luxury ? 
none, to nourish this corruption? none to 
teach them or learn from them what ought 
never to be known 7?” 

“But,” says Father Caffaro, “ you cannot 
take a step, open a bvok, or even enter a 
Church, without meeting with something 
which excites your passions; it is, therefore, 
no objection to the Theatre, that you find in 
it objects which excite them.”—‘ The rea- 
soning is excellent,” says Bossuet: ‘the 
world abounds with unavoidable dangers, 
therefore you should multiply them. Every 
creature you meet with is a snare to man ; 
you may therefore invent new snares for his 
ruin. Every object that meets your eyes may 
excite your passiuns; you may therefore add 
to your dangers by seeking objects, whose 
elegance and refinement make them more 
dangerous. Rather say,—the dangers of the 
world are already too great, let us not add 
to them :—God vouchsafes his assistance to 
us, in dangers inseparable from our condi- 
tion, but he abandons us in dangers of our 
own seeking ; he has assured us that all who 
love danger shall perish in it.” 

Such is the general tone of Bossuet’s re- 
ply. It was communicated privately to 
Father Caffaro. He almost immediately an- 
swered it, by a letter, in which he protested 











that the letter which he had addressed to 
Boursault, in defence of the Theatre, wag 
not designed for publication ; and intimated 
that it had been altered in some respects, is 
the impression ; but he seems to admit, that 
the alterations in it were not of importance, 
He professes to be convinced by Bossuet’s 
arguments, of the errors of the doctrines con. 
tained in it, and promises to retract them, 
This promise he performed by a letter ad. 
dressed by him, a few days after, to the 
Archbishop of Paris.—He expresses in it. the 
great concern which his having written the 
letter in question had given him: he retragts 
it unequivocally, and concludes by sayin 

that, after a full examination of the sabjeet, 
he was perfectly convinced that the reasons 
urged in defence of Stage entertainments 
were frivolous ; and that the reasons given by 
the Church, for her condemnation of them, 
were solid and unanswerable. 

The dispute was renewed several times in 
the course of the last century. In the first 
year of it, the Actors on the French ‘Thea- 
tre presented a petition to the Pope, in which 
they represented to his Holiness that it was 
the year of the Church’s centenary juhilee, 
and therefore a time of indulgence and’ be- 
nignity ; that since the Church had first pas- 
sed her censure on the Theatrical exhibitions; 
they had undergone a complete alteration, 
and been purged from the indecency and 
ribaldry which had provoked those censares ; 
they prayed, therefore, for a removal of them. 
But his Holiness was inexorable; and, by 
his direction, some works were published to 
justify the Church’s severity. ‘Towards the 
middle of the century a contest, on the ten- 
dency of Stage entertainment, took place be- 
tween Rousseau and D’Alembert. ‘The lat- 
ter, in an article in his Miscellanies, censur- 
ed the magistrates of Geneva for not permit- 
ting a Theatre within that city. Rousseau 
undertook the defence of the magistracy, and 
replied to D’Alembert ina letter which hai 
been much admired both for its eloquence 
and argument. The principal object of it is 
to shew, that the morality of the Stage is not 
the morality of real probity ; that comedy 
places virtue in a ridiculous light, and makes 
immorality agreeable; and that tragedy 
makes crime an object of admiration, by the 
splendour of talents and glory with which 
she radiates it. D’Alembert replied to Rous- 
seau: his letter contains many sensible ob 
servations, but, as a literary composition, 
sinks before that of his antagonist. In 1761, 
the celebrated Melle Chairon, professionally 
consulted with M. Huerne de la Motte, a 
French Advocate, on the reprobation of Ac- 
tors by the civil law of France, and the sup- 
posed excommunication of them by the Gab 
lican Church. M. Huerne de la Motte de 
livered his opinion in a long dissertation, 19 
which he attempted to show that the laws 
both of the State and the Church against 
the Theatre were founded in prejudice: 
and that the supposed excommunication of the 
Actors was an invasion of the liberties of the 
Gallican Church. On the motion of M. Joly 
de Fleury, the Procureur General of the King, 
the Parliament of Paris ordered this disserta* 
tion of M. Huerne de la Motte to be Y 
by the hang-man; and, ona general requis 
tion of the French Bar, M. Huerne de la, 
Motte was expelled from it. 

M. Despres d’Boissy, in his ‘ Lettres sur 
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tacles,” (ed. 1774, 2. part, p. 678,) 
gientions, that two individuals having entered 
jato-an agreement to establish a new, 'Thea- 

ene of them, from motives of conscience, 
declined the adventure; that the otber in- 
stituted, in one of the civil courts of Paris, 
a suit to compel him to perform his part of 
thecontract, but it was pronounced morally 
yicious, and therefore legally void. 

At only remains to observe on this head, 
that Bossuet moulds his letter to Father Caf- 
faro'into the form of an essay, and published 
jg with the title “‘Maximes sur les Come- 


dies.” 
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In our columns of this day we present a 
Translation of the Encyclical, or Grand Cir- 
évlar Letter of His Hoxtness Pope Pius VIII. 
How satisfactory to our readers must it be to 
see the Paternal, Pastoral solicitude which 
he feels for the safety of his Children and 
Flock! How correct, how unerring are the 
soutces of his information! How pathetically, 
how beautifully does he express his sorrows ! 
How faithfully does he delineate the machi- 
nations; and movements of the transformed 
Angél of Light in every part of the Catholic 
world! Yes, the legitimate, lineal, spiritual 
descendant of St. Perer, Prince of the Ap- 
* @ptles;dind First Pontiff of Rome, sheds tears 

of'compassion over the seduction, depravity 
and spititual death, which the Arch-fiend of 
Heresy has caused the Christian Community. 
Verily isthe “roaring Lion,” according to 
the’ mysterious permission of Heaven, let 
loose upon the earth, and the Heretical wolf- 
dogs are keen for the chase of Chastity, 
Charity, Christianity and Catholicity. The 
Infidel banners of the Reforming Babylon 
pollute, darken and sicken the very atmos- 
phere.of Catholic Light, and disgust the eye, 
aswell as sadden the heart of the One Faith, 
the One Flock, and the One Shepherd. Like 
another Jeremiah he laments the downfal and 
captivity of the Children of Jerusalem, who, 
following the dictates of pride, the world and 
the flesh, forget, or rather scorn their God 
and the Church, which He founded upon the 
death, cemented by the blood, and perpetua- 
ted by the promise of Him “by whom all 
hings were made.” 

Yea, like unto his Divine Master, whose 
Representative and duly-constituted Vice- 
; gerent he is, when entering upon his Pontif- 

ical Office, (as the God-man wept on his en- 

trance into Jerusalem, notwithstanding the 
its and cordial acclamations of the pious 

Faithfil,) does he pour out his soul in grief 

the sins of the world, for the miserable, 
‘deluded souls, who are the prey of the un- 


actuated by Satanic malice, are endeavoring 
to make their captivity, their eternal vassal- 
age and torture more tolerable, by adding to 
their society, and incessantly labour to pervert 
and drag down immortal spirits fashioned for 
glory, into the abyss of terror and of wo. 
How would the Sovereign Pontiff feel, and 
sigh and weep, were he to visit this region, 
and behold the accumulated chaff of false 
doctrine presenting itself in repulsive relief, 
from luxuriant, licentious Universalism ‘even 
unto obsolete and withered Heathenism !— 
Chaff, which contains not a sound grain’ of 
consistency, and which is tossed about by ev- 
ery wind of caprice and passion. Yes, this 
caprice, this passion, this wilful forgetfulness 
of God, and Church, and all holy things, 
leagued with “exterior darkness” its perver- 
ted Bibles and calumniating Tracts, will, it 
is to be apprehended, tear up the land-marks 
of Society, God and Nature, and turn this 
apparently last foot-hold of Liberty, into a 
productive hot-bed of spiritual knavery and 
impiety. Why will not those Pharisaical, 
Biblical and Tract-mongering Quacks see 
and shun such an Anti-christian conspiracy, 
such impudence and impiety? Why have 
they eyes and see not ?- Where is their love 
of Country, of Neighbour, and of God ? Why 
will they thus barefacedly impose upon the 
virtue of the People? Why will they. thus 
incontinently endeavour by every low cunning, 
intrigue and hypocritical pretence to beg or 
extort the last cent from honest industry, to 
support a self-dubbed ministry, and thus 
widen and perpetuate the range. of social 
disorganization? Why,..in spite of their 
seared consciences, will they thus, by pan- 
dering to the passions und prejudices of a 
community whom, by their fiendish misrep- 
resentations, they are hourly plunging into 
ruin, sell, Judas-like, their Blessed Redeem- 
er, Saviour God, for a few pieces of silver ? 
Of what avail will this body-pampering, but 
soul-destrgyigg practice be to them at the 
last nslliegenraing Trump? Why 
will they comffnue their sanctimonious mock- 
ery, their Gospel-cant? Why pervert the 
Pulpit into a stage, on which, in their im- 
pious cruelty, they play off their caricatures 
and buffooneries of the Religion of Jesus, 
and juggle themselves into fortunes, con- 
nexions, and wives? Yet, How can they 
preach unless they be sent? Who has sent 
them? Whence did they derive their doe- 
trine and their commission? Who gave 
them their doctrine? Can they presume tu 
say, the Bible? Who gave them the Bible ? 
Who told them that it was the inspired word 
of God? They must eventually, as. reluc- 
tantly, recur to Catholic authority, for the 
fact. They must acknowledge that they 
purloined it from the Catholic Church, and 











compromising Enemy of Mankind, and who, 


afterwards perverted it. Why then do they 





not hear and obey that Church? Does not 
our Divine Saviour positively declare, ‘that 
he, who will not hear the Church, shall'be 
considered as the Heathen and the Publican? 
Will they have the consummate folly or 
effrontery to assert, that the Bible wears the 
internal evidence of Inspiration? How cin 
their bungling Quackery then account for 
the various, and ever-varying and conflicting 
creeds of the impious, lustful Luther, merci- 
less and blasphemous Calvin, adulterous and 
murderous Henry VIII.? How’ can’ they 
justify the movements, and parturient throed 
of a Messinh-bearing Johanna Southcott, and 
her hundred thousand followers 1 How will 
they explain the impious fanaticism of 4 
Clark of Ohio, whose deluded disciples look- 
ed upon him as the Messiah come to judgment, 
to the no small scandal of our National 
Legislature? Did he not solicit money too 
from the people, for the glory of God? What 
think they of a common nest of common In- 
fidels in this City, in New-York, and through- 
out too large a portion of our young Coun 
try? Do not all these unanimously exelaim 
that the Bible is their rule of action; that, 
according to it, they model their Faith? 
Pretty evidence this of the inspiration of 
the Bible! Beautiful consistency! |‘ Edify+ 
ing morality for the Sons and Daughters of 
the rising generation! Delightful anticipa- 
tion of the perpetuity of our Republican In- 
stitutions! Yes, Heresy ! such are the fruits; 
and devastating will be the consequences ‘of 
your rebellion against Christ and his veneta- 
ble Church.—Come will the day, when, ac- 
cording to the melancholy bodings of @ 
Republican Patriot, the curse of Heresy; 
like the Boa-Upas, will wither away our 
rights, our liberties, our lives; when it will 
shiver down the pedestals of our Constitutional 
edifice, when it will nerve her ungodly émis- 
saries, as so many Cromwells, Knoxes, Cal- 
vins, and French Revolutionists, te trample 
upon every thing human and diyine.—Cast 
your eyes around your Social horizon, and 
will you not immediately see the noxious, 
revolutionizing particles, daily attracting and 
condensing their supplies of strength, and 
hourly combining themselves into clouds of 
anti-social terror ? 

Let Politicians, Patriots, and all well- 
wishers to the cause of Society and Christian- 
ity, look to it in time. Will Gospelling 
Pharisees have the temerity, the assurance, 
to allege that they have acommission’t, Whe 
gave them that commission? Is it a Laity, 
who never had, and never can have the pow- 
er? Is it a Hierarchy? “Where is that 
Hierarchy? Can it trace up its Spiritual 
legitimacy to the “ Rock,” upen which Jesus 
God established His Churcht Where are 
the regular progressive links of their Apos 





tolic chain? Where are the Miracles, where 
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is the piety of the Reformation founders ? 
Has not our Blessed Redeemer commanded 
them, their infatuated, their seductive dis- 
¢iples, yea all, who will be saved, to “hear 
the Church?” But they would not; they 
will not! Theref rejtheir commission could 
not have come from “the Church,” which 
they despise, nor from Jesus Christ, because 
He declares, that whoever despises Her, de- 
spises Him, who sanctified and. secured Her ; 
and. as He and the Father are One, they 
cannot think and act differently. Therefore, 
es their commission comes not from the 
Church, nor from Christ, and of course, not 
from God, we subject them to the awful ne- 
cessity of furnishing the Children of Light 
with the real name and place of abode of their 
Founder. 

May such bireling pastors immediately learn 
to decline from their destructive ways! May 
they, and their respective as well as respecta- 
ble flocks, become obedient unto a legitimate 
authority! May they be converted unto the 
salutary pastures of Life! Yes, may they 
forthwith return to the One Fold, the One 
Shepherd, and thus live on the Eternal Hills! 





THE POPE’S ENCYCLICAL LETTER. 
To our Brothers, the Patriarchs, Primates, 
Archbishops, and Bishops : 


Prius VIII. Pope—Venerable brothers, salutation and 
benediction. 

Ready to take possession in the church of the Later- 
ap, according to the usage of our predecessors of the 
Pontificate, which has been confided to us, notwith- 
standing our imperfections, we open our heart to you, 
venerable brothers, who have been given to assist us 
in the discharge of such an important office. 

~ However, notwithstanding the consolation which 
your courage, venerable brothers, imparts to us, we 
cannot help experiencing an acute feeling of sorrow, 
on seeing in the midst of peace, the children of the 
world causing in us the deepest affliction. 

_ Weare speaking to you of eviis which are known 
to you, which are committed before the eyes of every 
‘one—whith cause our common tears to fall, and which 
eonsequently demand our common efforts to correct, to 
oppose, and to extirpate. We speak to you of those 
innumerable errors—of those false and perverse doc- 
trines which are attacking the Catholic faith no longer 
eecre:ly and in the dark, but openly and violently. 
You Know how culpable men have declared war 
against religion, by the assistance of a false philosophy, 
ef which they declare themselves the doctors, by means 
of frauds, drawn up with worldly ideas. This sacred 
seat, this chair, upon which Jesus Christ has laid the 
foundation of his church, is particularly subject to their 
attacks. 

Sacted things are unworthily made a mockery, and 
the worship of the Lord having become an abomi- 
nation to the wicked, all that belongs to religion is 
considered as ridiculous, fabulous and Vain supersti.ions. 
We say with tears—*‘ Yea the lions are let louse, roar- 
ing against Israel. Yea! they are united against God 
and against Christ. Yea! the impious cry out, destroy, 
destroy to the very foundation.”’ 
- ‘This is the object of the dark maneuvres of the so- 
Phists of this age, who regard with the same eye the 
various professions of faith, and who declare that the 
port of ‘safety is open in every kind of religion, 
. Vewerable brothers, the people must be fortified 
against these deceitful masters ; they must be taught 
‘that the Catholic faith is the only true one, according 
‘to the words of the apostle—** One Lord, one faith, 
ae baptism,”’—and that, consequently, he is a profane 
man, as St, Jerome said, who eats the paschal lamb out 








of the house of the Lord, and will perish in the deluge, 
and shail ‘not be ‘suffered to enter the ark of Noah. 

Indeed after the name of Jesus ‘there is not another 

given to man, by which to be saved; he who shall 

have believed, will be saved—he who shall not have 

believed, will be condemned.”’ 

Another object of our vigilance is those societies 

which publish new translations of the lives of saints, 

in all the vulgar tongues—translations made in oppo- 

sition to the most salutary rules of the church, 

It is, besides your duty, venerable brothers, to turn 

your attention towards these secret societies of fac’ ious 

men, the declared enemies of God, who devote them- 

selves entirely to desolate the church, to destroy states, 

and to confuse the universe ; and who, bursting the 
reign of the true faith, open a road to every kind of 
crime. 

Among these secret socie'ies we have de‘ermined to 
point out particularly to your notice, one recently form- 
ed, whose object is to corrupt the youth educated in 
colleges and schools, As it is well known that the 
precepts of masters are all powerful in forming the heart 
and mind of their pupils, all sorts of pains and artifices 
are employed to give to youth depraved masters, who 
lead it in the paths of Baal, by the means of doctrines 
which are not of the Lord, It is thus that we wih 
sorrow see these young people arrived at such a pitch 
of licentiousness, that having dismissed all fear of relig- 
ion, banished all moral restraint, despised the holy doc- 
trines, trampled under foot the rights of one power and 
of another, they no longer feel ashamed to be guilty of 
any disorder, any error, or any attempt, that we may say 
in the words of Saint Leo the Great, “ their law is 
falsehood, their God is the devil, and their worship is 
that which is the most disgraceful.’” Remove, vener- 
able brothers, all these evils from your dioceses, and 
endeavour, by all the means in your power, by authority 
and by mildness, to effect that men distinguished not 
only in the sciences and letters, but also for their purity 
of life and piety, shall be charged wiih the education 
of youth, ’ 

There is still, regard being had to the circumstances 
in which we are placed, another object, which we have 
de:ermined to recommend to all the ardour of your zeal 
for the safety of men’s eouls.—-It is, that full of solitude 
for the sanctitude of the marriage ceremony, vou incul- 
cate to your flocks the same regard for that sacred tie, 
in such a manner that nothing may take place to lessen 
the sanctity of that holy sacrament, to dishonour the 
purity of the nuptial bed, and finally, to give the least 
doubt of the indissolubility of the conjugal union, The 
only means of arriving at this happy result, is by care- 
fully instructing the Christian people that the marriage 
ceremony is not only subject to human laws. but also ‘o 
the divine law ; and that it should not be ranked among 
terrestrial objects, but among holy things, and conse- 
quently that it is entirely withthe church 1o regualate it. 

May the kings and princes of the world, those whose 


obey his command, so shower his precious favours upon 
them, that they may be enabled courageously to do that 
which may tend to the prosperity 
the church afflicted by such heavy 





minds, are so great and so eleva‘ed, favour our efforts ; 
and may He, who has given to them a heart inclined to 


safety of 


———_— 
world, who did, and eyer will, adhere to the 
Roman Pontiff.. In the latter sense, it hag 
various names. Ist, It is called Catnouo 
or Universal, because it is spread over the 
whole world. 2d, Pontifical or Papal, be- 
cause subject tothe Pope. 3d, Roman, from 
its more noble part. 

59, We accordingly, in this conclusion, 
speak of the Roman Church taken only ig 
the latter sense, and assert that to be the 
True Church, whose properties, we have 
hitherto explained; as we shall now shew, 
The visible Church of Christ. cannot fail or 
err in matters of Faith, as is already proved, 
Therefore, from the times of the Apostles 
down to our time, the visible Church of Christ 
has invariably continued, without any inter 
ruption orerror; but no other visible, except 
the Roman or Pontifical Church, has. con- 
tinued, without any interruption or error; 
therefore, the Roman or Pontifical Church 
alone is the visible Church of Christ. The 
minor proposition we prove by induction, be- 
cause the Jewish Church was réjected and 
abolished by the death of Christ; The, Ma, 
hometan was not always, but only from the 
Sixth Century ; the Lutheran and Calvinis- 
tic, which its members impiously call the 
Reformed, is new ; since it commenced with 
the pretended Reformation, (from which it 
derives. its name,) and was established by 
two men, Luther and Calvin, as their follow- 
ers themselves assert. The Roman or Pon, 
TiFICAL alone has persevered down to the 
present time. What reply can our, adver 
saries make to this? Do they’ suppose that 
there is another Church, besides the Pontifiy 
cal, which always visibly existed . without 
error? If they do, let them, we entreat-for 
God’s sake, tell us, what that Church is} by 
what name it is called; in what part of the 
world did it, and dves it exist? what, and 
who, were, and are, its Pastors and Bishopst 
who were the Kings and Emperors, that did, 
and do now, adhere to it? what Heretics 
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the whole world. 


sense. 


the City of Rome. 





The visible Church of Christ, of which 
we have hitherto treated, is no other than 
the Roman or Pontifical Church, spread over 


58. Here it must be observed, that the 
Roman Church can be taken in a two-fold 
Ist, For that particular Church 
alone, which formerly was, and now is, in 
2d, For the collection 


were condemned by it? what Colleges and 
Schools established and confirmed by it? 
what Temples and Monasteries erected by 
it? These are questions, we are confident, 
which they cannot answer. Lyne 
60. However, there are individuals, 
overpowered, by argument, feign that a cet 
tain Church exists which is rocked and ever 
screams in its cradle, which can neither 
speak nor make a profession of its faith. 
They assert that the Church of Christ, fot 
many centuries, was so corrupt, 80 vitiated, 
that there were no true Faithful existing #® 
it, except baptized infants. Without doubt 
they mean the Roman or Pontifical Chureh, 
which they suppose, in former ages, to have 








of all the Faithful, dispersed throughout the 





-B@&@eeeektaesessepeeareesSBiuarenteedqteoiaowmk® oe awa~se was esr & 






oe 64-& 2. @& 2 tn et «: A & * Oe eee ee ee Meee ote Ok Oe em oe ee 

















No. 41. 
Wo. 8 *- _ 





THE JESUIT. 





_7 








~~ -1y failed, except,that the infants alone, 

‘who were lawfully baptized, as true mem- 
bis of it, should have remained. To what 
a pitiful subterfuge do our adversaries resort, 
and how truly destructive to their own cause. 
For they teach in many ways, that there are 
two marks affixed to the Church, by which 
she can be known as the true Church of 
Christ, namely, the sincere preaching of the 
Gospel, and the lawful administration of the 
Sacraments ; and without these, the Church 
cannot be known: As may be seen in the 
Gonfession of Augsberg, article 7. and in the 
Apology of the same, and also in Calvin's 
Institute, Book 4. chap. 1. §9. 10. and 11. 
But these two marks do not suit a Church 
which is composed of baptized infants alone ; 
because infants alone, cannot sincerely preach 
the Gospel, nor lawfully administer the Sac- 
yaments; therefore, the Church which is 
eomposed of infants alone, is not the Church 
of Christ. 

61. Others have recourse to another eva- 
dion. They assert, that there was always in 
the Church one, or two pious and upright 
inen, who would oppose the Pope ; of thiskind 
were Wickliff, Huss, Luther and Calvin. 
What'a ridiculous subterfuge! For, first, 
let them tell us who the one, or the two up- 
fight men were, that opposed the Pope, 
during every preceding century, before 
Wickliff? If they do not know, why do 
they rashly affirm that of which they are 
ignorant? If they do know, let them tell 
their names, the place of their habitation, 
and other circumstances attendiug them? 
They cannot. Secondly, the Church of 
Christ is not in a worse condition, than was 
the Synagogue of the Jews, siuce the Church 
is a free-woman, the Synagogue the bond- 
woman, (Gal. 4. 12.) But the Synagogue 
was hever so deserted, that only two pious 
nen could be found in it. Nay, even in the 
time of Elias, when it was thought to be most 
deserted, seven thousand men were found in 
it, (Rom. 9. 4.) Why then do our adversa- 
ties pretend that the Church of Christ, was 
atany time so forsaken, that only two men 
could be found in it? A pretension which is 
manifestly repugnant to Scripture, since 
Isaiah emphatically declares that the Church 
woald become much more fruitful, and much 
more extensive than the Synagogue ever was, 
orcould be, (Isaiah 54. 1.) Thirdly, the Don- 
atists thought better of the Church than her 
modern adversaries do, although they assert- 
ed that the Church had perished throughout 
the world except in Africa alone, yet they 
did not ever presume to assert what those 
do, namely, that the Church remained 
aaly in two men, who opposed the Pope.—If, 
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therefore, they who thought much. more fa- 
vourably of the Church than the Heretics of 
our days do, were, notwithstanding, condemn- 
ed by St. Augustine and other Fathers, as 
Heretics, what, in our opinion, ought to be 
the fate of modern Innovators ? 

62. In conclusion from what has been 
said, how great is the consolation and securi- 
ty which Catholics enjoy in matters of Faith 
and Religion! on the contrary, how great is 
the confusion and uncertainty of our Ad- 
versaries! Catholics, as we have before 
shewn, follow, with St. Augustine, this estab- 
lished and invariable rule: The whole Church 
cannot err in Faith. From which, they infer 
three things. ‘First, that the Roman Charch, 
which our adversaries grant was the true 
Church of Christ, for the three or four first 
centuries, and during that period had not 
erred in Faith, Secondly, that those were 
secure in Faith as Jong as they publicly pro- 
fessed what the Roman Church, spread over 
the whole world, publicly professed. Third- 
ly, that they, in defending the Roman Church, 
acted the part of dutiful and affectionate 
Children, who honor, obey, and support their 
Mother. 

63. Our adversaries hold the contrary rule, 
the whole Church can err in Faith. From 
which, it follows, that even the whole of their 
Church can err, and therefore, that no man 
can be secure in his Faith among them. For 
either they follow their.own Church, or dis- 
sent from it. If they follow it, they can have 
no security, if it can err. If they dissent 
from it, they are in greater perplexity; be- 
cause if their whole Church can err, how 
much more can each individual err. 

64. This we more fully confirm by two 
principles which they themselves have estab- 
lished. The one is, that the Roman Church, 
fell not suddenly, but gradually from the 
Faith, and at length rejected all faith, and 
became an adultress. The other is, that this 
defection, in its commencement, was secret 
and imperceptible, so that none of the cir- 
cumstances attending it could be known. At 
length, however, after many centuries, it was 
detected, and’ publicly made known by Lu- 
ther ‘and Calvin. 

65. From both of these principles we draw 
this conclusion: What happened to the Ro- 
man or Pontifical Church, can happen to the 
pretended Reformed Church; but the Roman 
Church, as our adversaries assert, fell gradu- 
ally, secretly, and imperceptibly froin the 
Faith—while its members did not observe it ; 
therefore, the Reformed Church could gradu- 
ally, secretly, and imperceptibly, fall from 
the faith when its members did not observe 
it. What, therefore, if it should have already 


fallen, and they not have perceived itt Nay, 

how could they observe it, if the defectionis 

secret and imperceptible 1 Therefore, , they 

remain uncertain, of both their, faith.and 

Church, Here they are ¢ompletely straiten- 

ed on every side, nor can we conceive what 

reply they can make.. For,,,. what. some,as- 

sert, that the Church cannot.err.or fall from 

the Faith as long asit follows the word of 
God, is ridiculous. First, because the arga- 
ment which we have already brought forward, 

is against them, we shall repeat it) in. this 
manner: First, whatever happened to the 

Pontifical Church, can also happen to the 

Reformed Church. But the Pontifical Church, 
according to them, gradually, imperceptibly, 
and secretly deserted the word of God, while 
its members did not perceive the change ; if, 
therefore, the Reformed Church can also 
gradually, imperceptibly, and secretly desert 
the word of God, without their perceiving it : 
what, if it has already deserted it, and that 
they have not perceived it? They can never 
extricate themselves from this labyrinth. 
They will always remain in doubt and uncer- 
tainty about their belief, unless they agree 
with us, that the whole Church could never 
err or fail in Faith. But, how will our ad- 
versaries discover whether our Church er 
theirs follows the word of God? We defend 
ours: they defend theirs. Who will. decide 
the strife? Let them appoint an infallible 
Judge, who may pass sentence: théy cannot. 
For they will either appoint the word of Ged 
itself, or the Church, or each of the members 
of the Church, or some of them. First, if 
they appeal to the word of God, we claim 
the victory : for the word of God expressly 
declares, that the Church is the Pillar of 
Truth, against which all the powers of Hell 
shall never prevail. We assert the same: if, 
therefore, the cause be submitted to the au- 
thority of this Judge, the victory is ours. 
But if they appeal to the Church, they war 
against themselves. For the authority of the 
Church is, or is not infallible.; if infallible, 
they are wrong, since they pretend that it 
could err. If it be liable to error,. they are 
equally wrong. Because, when they ought 
to select an infallible Judge, they appoint 
the Church, which they affirm could be de- 
ceived, and fall into error. Finally, if they 
designate each or some of the members 6f 
their Church, they act more unwisely ;, for if 
the whole Church can err, how. much more 
can each individual in the Church. 


68. Perhaps they will reply, that the 
Church is two-fold; one visible, which con- 
sists of good and bad; the other of the jn- 





visible, consisting of the predestined alone. 
That the whole visible Charch can err, bgt 
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not the invisible. But this is silly and 
absurd; nay, a principle which militates 
against themselves. For all the predestined, 
whom they affirm to be in the invisible, are 
also in the visible Church; therefore, if the 
whole visible Church can err, all the predes- 
tined can likewise err; or, if these cannot 
err, neither can the whole visible Church. 
That all the predestined are in the visible 
Church our adversaries cannot indeed deny. 
The reason is manifest ; because salvation is 
impossible, out of the visible Church, as we 
have proved in our fourth conclusion, accor- 
ding to the concession even of our adversa- 
ries themselves: But all the predestined are 
saved ; therefore, out of the visible Church 
there is no one predestined. ' 

69. From what has been said, we propose 
two dilemmas to our adversaries. The one 
is, either the whole visible Church erred in 
Faith, before the birth of Luther; or did 
not: if the whole erred, all, and every 
Christian necessarily erred, even the pre-. 
destined; therefore, there was then no Faith 
upon earth. Whence, then, did Luther re- 
ceive it? Ifit did not err, why do our ad- 
versaries pretend that it has erred? Why 
desert it, as if it had erred? 

70. The other is, either the whole Re- 
formed Church, composed of Lutherans, Cal_ 
vinists, and Protestants, can err in faith, 
without their notice, or itcannot. If it can, 
what if it should have already erred, and 
they not have perceived it? We repeat 
what we have already said, they will always 
be in doubt and uncertainty, as long as they 
think that the Church canerr. Let them, 
therefore, lay aside their errors, and think of 
their pious Mother the Church, as their an- 
eestors thought. Thus will they. err no 


more. 


ial 











[From the U. S..Catholic Miscellany.] 
THE PROVINCIAL COUNCIL. 


Octoser 20th.—The Council sat on Fri- 
day and Saturday evenings, and on Sunday 
the solemn High Mass of the Trinity was 
celebrated by the Archbishop with similar at- 
tendance and ceremony as the Mass of the 
Holy Ghost was on the day of opening the 
Council. After the Gospel, the Bishop of 
Charleston preached a charity sermon. 
After Mass, the Bishop .was seated at the 
altar, and after the usual psalm and prayers 
had been sung, the Bishop of Boston as Pro- 
moter, requested he would close the council, 
upon which the Archbishop put the question 
to the other prelates, who having voted in the 
affirmative by their Placet, he desired the 
Archdeacon to ask whether they would as- 
sent to the decrees which had been read at 
the session of the previous evening, which 
“being assented to, the same dignitary sum- 
moned the prelates to advance and subscribe 
them. The Archbishop went first to the ta- 
ble which was in the sanctuary in front of 
the altar and subscribed, then followed the 
Bishop of Bardstown, as senior suffragan, 


and the others according to their seniority. 
After a had all.subscribed, the Archdea- 
con asked whether they desired to have them 
transmitted to the Holy See, which being 
assented to, he, by direction of the Arch- 
bishop, read the usual proclamation for ter- 
minating the session and permitting the Pre- 
lates to return to their Sees. The Tv- 
Deum was then solemnly sung, each of the 
Prelates went to embrace the Archbishop at 
the platform of the altar, and his other 
brethren in their place, After this affecting 
ceremony, the following acclamations and 
responsories were chaunted in Latin by the 
Archdeacon who was answered by the Pre- 
lates and others. 

Arch—To God alone be honour and glo- 
ry, for ages of ages. : 

R.—We praise thee, O Lord, who won- 
derfully enlightenest from the eternal 
mountains; who hast in thy wonderful be- 
nignity brought this Provincial Council to its 
wished for results ; to thee be praise, to thee 
be power and empire for ever and ever. 

Arch. To our blessed head, Pivs, the Su- 
preme Pontiff of the Holy and Universal 
Church, many years and eternal remem- 
brance. ; 

R. O Lord God! preserve our Most Holy 
Father for a very long period of many years 
to your Church. 

Arch. To our most Reverend Archbish- 
op, of Baltimore, who celebrated this Coun- 
cil great thanks, with many years. 

R. Great thanks; may the Lord make 
recompense to him, and preserve him for 
many years to his ¢hurch. 

Arch. Tothe Right Rev. Bishops who 
have come to celebrate the Council, great 
thanks. ; 

R. To the Right Rev. Bishops, great 
thanks, life, and ‘happy return to their 
churches. 

Arch. To the faithful of our Province, 
and to all Christian people, the eternal peace 
of Christ. 

R. Shew unto them, O Lord, the ways, 
and direct them in thy truth, that they for- 
get not the works of the Most High, and that 
they may fully search out and observe his 
commandments. 

Arch. To all who shall observe these De- 
crees, may they obtain the mercy of the Al- 
mighty God, and the Grace of the great and 
principal priest of God, of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by the intercession of the inviolate 
and most blessed mother of God, of St. Peter 
and St. Paul, and of the blessed Ignatius 
the patron of this Diocess and of all the saints. 

R. May it be done, may it be done! 
Amen !— 

After which the Archbishop gave his bless- 
ing and the procession left the sanctuary at a 
little before three o’clock. 





AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


To ascertain whether the agents of the 
American Bible Society really wish to distri- 
bute the Scriptures, or whether under the 
plea of doing this, their principal object is 
to get money, it seems that some persons in 
New-Hampshire and Massachusetts, when 
called upon by the agents, have offered con- 
tributions in Bibles already manufactured 





enable it to make Bibles, its managers would, 








be more pleased to receive Bibles alre 
made; as these would save the labour of 
manufacturing them and would enable them 
to make a more speedy distribution of the 
scriptures. But strange to tell, in every in- 
stance wherein Bibles. have been offered, the 
agents have refused te accept them—demand. 
ing the cash, the whole cash, and nothin 
but the cash. When Dr. Proudfit wag ie 
Portsmouth lately (as we learn from an artis 
cle in the N. H. Observer) some persons, if 
not a number, offered to give the Dr. for the 
use of the Society, a lot of well made Bibles, 
The Dr. would not accept of them. Money. 
not Bibles to distribute, seems to be ¢ " 
grand object. The same course was pursy 
ed in Concord, Mass. not long sineahe Bi- 
bles were offered the agent then in that place, 
He would not take them. The “ Yeoman’s 
Gazette,” a paper printed in that town expo- 
sed the fact; wherefore, Mr. Gould avowed 
that it was not the object of his visit to Mas. 
sachusetts to distribute Bibles (or get them for 
distribution but to collect cash.) The editor 
of the Yeoman’s Gazette intimated that this 
agent receives—“‘ 20 or 30 per cent on all cash 
collected,” and that such “ moderate per 
centage” does not “ constitute his sole salary 
for his arduous labours.” —If this is true, says 
the editor of the Trumper, the reason is ob- 
vious why he would not receive the Bibles.— 
Christian Intelligencer. 





--—— 





We feel much pleasure in announcing to 
our Friends and the Catholics of the Eastern 
States in general, the return of the Right 
Rey. Dr. Fenwick, on the 11th inst—He was 


the Bishop of St. Louis, Missouri, and the 
Rev. Messrs. Buanc and Jean Jean. They 
have all arrived in excellent health and spirits, 
The pious and venerable Bishop of St. Louis 
will celebrate High Mass to-morrow in the 
Church of the Holy Cross, at 10 0’clock—on 
which occasion the Pastoral Letter of. the 
Arch-Bishop and Bishops to the Roman 
Catholics of the United States, will be read. 


~~ ---———__—> 





POETRY. 
THE CONVERT TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH. 


“ How vast is the mercy of the Lord?” 
Ecc. xvii. 28, 


From darksome haunts devoid of ev’ry ray, — * 
That swells in glory on the rising day, 

Led by the hand of Sion’s bovnteous King 

To realms of light, these grateful lays I sing. 
Where dead to every sense of true content 
Icoy’d my passions and pursued their bent, 

And deaf to all religion’s sacred ways, 

Pursued a course of dire abandon’d days. 

But now, Dear God! how chang’d from that ead-hour 
When Hell’s wide jaws had sought me to devour. 
Then oh! when rushing to Destruction’s steep 

A voice sweet-sounding bade me “ pray and weep ;” 
Thanks ! to that eternal power divine 

Which rais’d me prostrate from the fatal, shrine; 
All thanks to Him, the Ruler of the skies, 

Who ne’er disdains the contrite suppliant’s sighs; 
Who makes me now one of that Papa School 
Where Christ the master gives the sacred rule; © 
Where marty's, virgins and apostles learn’d .. +» 
To loathe the pomps of this deluded world. 

Yes, when the last and dreadful blast shallsouad ” 
The dubious meeting on this sinful ground. - 
When Heaven’s bright legions shall in dire array \ 
Sit awful tests to that tremendous day ; ‘v 
And its high coneave shall in glory shine 

With heav’nly spirits most splendidly divine; ©" 
If then the sucred rules of this true way FE 
Which Christ has promised ne’er shall lead astray, 
Has been the ney of my contrite Lreast, ) 
My portion is with Sion’s king to re:t. 








presuming if the Society wish for money to| __ 


. The same has also occurred in the Civy of Boston. 








accompanied by the Right Rev. Dr. Rosati, | 
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